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Critical Literacy 

Critical Literacy is the practice of examining and discussing the underlying messages in print 
or media in order to better understand the world in which we live. It shows us ways of looking at 
written, visual, spoken, and multi-media materials to understand, question, and challenge the 
ideas and beliefs that lie beneath the surface. 
 
Here are some questions that you could ask your child in order to encourage him or her to read 
and think critically: 
 

Community Connections 
 

BELLEVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Dec. 6—10:30 a.m.  
Children’s Christmas Open House 
Christmas Music Performance by  
Anthony Mann in Gallery 1 
 
Dec. 13—5 to 8 years 
Polar Express, Stories, Activities, Crafts 
 
Dec. 20—8 & Up 
Polar Express, Stories, Activities, Crafts 
 
Christmas Reading Club—Each time 
  children visit the library before Dec. 20 they 

will be encouraged to fill out a Christmas 
ring with their name and the title of a book 
read. Attached to the rings are ballots 
which will be entered into a draw box for a 
chance to win a prize. 

How do you feel 
about the ideas of the 
writer? What is this story 

about? Why are 
you interested in 
reading it? 

What does this 
story make you 
think of? 

What does the writer want you 
to know or think? Why? 
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