Planning Template – Admin Day – November 7th


	Time
	Focus / Grouping
	Activity
	Resources/Prep Materials
	Lead Facilitator(s)

	1:15- 2:00
	Learning Teams:


	Determine who will take on each of the following roles-recorder, reporter, minute taker, time keeper

Revisit the key messages/synthesizing questions for today’s learning:

· Are the questions we are asking eliciting to higher levels of thinking?

· How can the Ministry Documents support the teaching and learning of higher order thinking skills?

· How does the Planning Map for the Ontario Reading Curriculum support educators in teaching higher order thinking skills across all grade levels?

· How do we develop questions that support/ensure content integration and differentiation?

Real and Ideal Consensus Survey Walk 

· Post statements from p. 56 Volume one “What the student will do”. 
· Participants will be asked, Which three statements best describe what you usually see students doing in the classrooms?  Select the statements and mark them with a red dot. 
· Then …Select three statements which describe tasks and/or activities requiring higher order thinking skills.  Select, and mark them with a green dot. 
· Everyone then reads p. 55-59, Guide to Effective Literacy Instruction and p. 8.14-8.15 Guide to Effective Instruction in Reading K-3. 
-With an elbow partner discuss what the pattern of red dots indicates?  
-Consider where green dots were placed, are they where they need to be, what can we do to ensure questions challenge student thinking? 
Guiding questions/Discussion from  survey walk ( continue with same elbow partner then whole group)
Consider where the clusters of dots lie:

-Do the clusters align with our results? (EQAO / CASI)   Our current results show that our students are not adequately responding to green dot questions.  We have evidence that indicates that our students are doing well with red dot questions.  Our data suggests that we need to work at promoting higher order thinking.  One action step is daily practice of open responses.   Refer to quote (Pg 59) 
-How do we create alignment? 
Refer to pg 56 and the Language 2006 Ministry Document.   Look at specific expectations for overall number one.  Align/Match specific expectations to the learning levels on page 56.  Only select expectations that align.

	Quotes posted around the room:

Post statements from p. 56 Volume one “What the student will do”.

Participants need to bring

1. A Guide to Effective Instruction in Reading K-3 (Section 8 only)

2. A Guide to Effective Literacy Instruction Grades 4-6 
3. Language guide 2006

4. Planning Map for the Ontario reading Curriculum June 2008 

Quote from guide:

Learning these thinking skills will improve the kinds of questions that both teachers and students ask themselves and each other about the content they are studying.  The skills need to be explicitly taught, practised, and applied in every subject area and throughout each grade. They are lifelong skills that will continue to develop and evolve as students use them. 

(pg 59)
	

	2:00-2:30

	
	· How does what we just read correlate to expectations in the Language 2006 document?

· How do the specific expectations inform how our questions need to be framed? How will the specific expectations unravel what questions need to sound/look like?
· Each Learning Team will be given a sample of questions, read the question, refer to specific expectations 1.4-1.9 , categorize the questions by expectation, complete the matrix with an elbow partner:

Discussion with whole group. 

	-sample questions
-Curriculum document

-matrix
	

	2:30-3:30
	
	The Sun
Explicit example of how higher level thinking questions can be asked in Primary grades using a very simple text.

The Sun

1. What colour is the sun?
2. How does the sun affect what we can do throughout the day?

3. How does the sun help us to do the things we want to do?

4. How does the sun stop us from doing the things we want to do?
5. Choose a non fiction book at a grade level of your choice; write a higher order question a teacher might ask to elicit a level four open response question.

 Is there a need to scaffold questions?  (What is the intent of the question? What is required in formulating the response? )
Discussion 

	-copies of The Sun
-copies of non fiction books
	

	3:30


	
	Synthesis of learning. 

Key learning / synthesizing questions

· Are the questions we are asking eliciting to higher levels of thinking?

· How can the Ministry Documents support the teaching and learning of higher order thinking skills?

· How does the Planning Map for the Ontario Reading Curriculum support educators in teaching higher order thinking skills across all grade levels?

· How do we develop questions that support/ensure content integration and differentiation?

Hand out synthesis sheet.

Feedback / Next steps


	
	


